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DETAILED ACTION 

1. This action is responsive to amendment received on Oct. 28, 2004. Claim 1 was 
amended. Claims 1-30 are pending examination. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-30 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Hite et 
al., U.S. Patent No. 6,763,040 (referred to hereafter as Hite). 

Hite teaches the invention explicitly as claimed including a system and method 
for intercepting and processing messages to and from clients on a network (see 
abstract) 

As to claim 1 , Hite teaches a computer program product for message traffic 
interception comprising: 

a computer-readable medium (see col. 6 lines 4-47); 

a protocol independent API core module stored on the medium, the API core 
module having an array of predetermined rules for intercepted message traffic (see col. 
6 lines 48-67 and TABLE A, API core receives messages and are processed according 
to the instructions included using TABLE A); and 
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an interface communication emulator module communicatively coupling 
protocol-specific message traffic to the API core (see col. 1 lines 55-58, the received 
messages are provided with program specific protocol). 

As to claim 2, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 1 further 
comprising a message database communicatively coupled to the API core module, the 
message database further comprising an array of message properties for each 
message (see col. 1 1 lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 3, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise message interpretation data (see col. 1 1 
lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 4, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise message formatting data (see col. 1 1 
lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 5, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise message routing data (see col. 1 1 lines 
35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 6, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise message default values (see col. 1 1 lines 
35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 7, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise message transmission rules (see col. 1 1 
lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 
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As to claim 8, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise enable-lockout combination data (see col. 
11 lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 9, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein the 
array of message properties further comprise limits on message field values (see col. 1 1 
lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 10, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise message field units (see col. 1 1 lines 
35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 1 1 , Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise user-defined identifiers (see col. 1 1 
lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 12, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 wherein 
the array of message properties further comprise interface information (see col. 1 1 lines 
35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 13, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 2 further 
comprising a scenario module communicatively coupled to the message database, the 
scenario module further comprising state machine emulation definition, the definition 
providing event driven parameters responsive to message traffic (see col. 1 1 lines 19- 
35 and fig. 10). 
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As to claim 14, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
identification (see col. 8 lines 35-40). 

As to claim 15, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
contents (see col. 11 lines 35-col. 12 lines 55). 

As to claim 16, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
occurrence (see col. 12 lines 31-61). 

As to claim 17, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on message 
frequency (see col. 12 lines 31-61 and col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 lines 30). 

As to claim 18, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on a count of the 
number of times an event's parameters have been satisfied (see col. 33). 

As to claim 19, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the event-driven parameters discriminate between messages based on a comparison 
with variables (see col. 5 lines 65-col. 6 lines 30). 

As to claim 20, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters modify the contents of a message (see 
col. 41-42). 
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As to claim 21 , Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 1 3 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters route a message (see col. 41-42). 

As to claim 22, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters delete a message (see col. 41-42). 

As to claim 23, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters controls other events (see col. 8 lines 
41-65). 

As to claim 24, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters performs calculations (see col. 12 
lines 31-61). 

As to claim 25, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 1 3 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters controls user displays (see col. 12 
lines 31-61). 

As to claim 26, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 1 3 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters extracts at least one value from a 
message (see col. 12 lines 31-61). 

As to claim 27, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters creates and sends an arbitrary 
message defined in the database (see col. 12 lines 31-61). 

As to claim 28, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
an event defined by the event-driven parameters transforms an incoming message into 
a different message defined in the database (see col. 12 lines 16-30). 
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As to claim 29, Hite teaches the computer program of claim 13 wherein the 
actions triggered by an event provide logical branching, looping, iteration, and internal 
or external subroutine calling capability (see col. 1 1-col. 12). 

As to claim 30, Hite teaches the computer program product of claim 13 wherein 
the communications interface emulator module is communicatively coupled to the 
scenario execution module which is communicatively coupled to the message database 
whereby messages are received, reformatted into a message database compliant 
structure and outbound messages generated by the scenario module are passed back 
to the communications interface emulator module for protocol-specific transmissions 

the computer program product of claim 13 further comprising a post-test data 
analysis capability wherein recorded data may be analyzed, abstracted, and displayed 
in a variety of text and graphical formats (see col. 12 lines 31-61). 

3. Applicant's arguments with respect to the pending claims have been considered 
but are moot in view of the new grounds of rejection. 

4. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
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shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 

5. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Hussein A El-chanti whose telephone number is 
(571)272-3999. The examiner can normally be reached on Mon-Fri 8:30-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Ario Etienne can be reached on (571)272-4001. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
Hussein El-chanti 
Feb. 10, 2005 
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